196               THE SIKH RELIGION

Through letters the Shastars, the Simritis, and the
Purans;

Through letters hymns, discourses, and sermons ;

Through letters is the way of escape from fear and error ;

Through letters religious and worldly acts are performed
and pure faith obtained.

The whole visible world is contained in letters;

But, Nanak, the Supreme Being is beyond letters.

SLOK LV

O inaccessible One, Thy hand holdeth the pen which
writeth man's destiny on his forehead.

Thou of incomparable form art contained in all things;

Man's tongue cannot describe Thy praises ;

Nanak on beholding Thee is fascinated, and devoted
unto Thee.

PAURI LV

0 eternal, supreme God, indestructible, Destroyer of sin,

O All-pervading, contained in everything, Destroyer of
grief, Lord of excellences,

Formless one, O man's companion, O Thou without the
three human attributes, Prop of all,

Supporter of the earth, O Ocean of excellences who hast
ever discrimination,

O God, most remote Thou art, wast, and shalt be.

0  Thou, constant Companion of the saints, Support of
the supportless,

1 "am Thy slave, I am without merits, no merit is mine.
Saith Nanak, grant me the gift of Thy name that I may

string it and keep it in my heart.

SLOK

The divine Guru is my mother, the divine Guru is my
father, the divine Guru is my Lord and supreme God ;

The divine Guru is my companion and dispeller of spiritual
ignorancej the divine Guru is my relation and my brother ;

The divine Guru is the giver and the teacher of God's
name, the divine Guru hath the spell that cannot be counter-
acted ;